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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Save Our Shipston: Residents Unite to Save Historic Town from Overdevelopment
Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire – November 10th, 2025.

A passionate volunteer campaign group, Save Our Shipston (SOS), is leading a fast-growing campaign to defend the character, countryside, and community spirit of Shipston-on-Stour from large-scale excessive and unsympathetic housing development.

Formed during the consultation period for the South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP) (www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp), SOS has helped local people engage with complex planning issues - running workshops, distributing information, and empowering hundreds of residents to submit formal responses. Shipston recorded the highest number of responses of any strategic growth area considered under the SWLP, reflecting the community’s deep concern for its future.

But despite this, developers have moved aggressively ahead of the SWLP’s formal adoption. Following the recent Bordon Hill planning appeal decision in Stratford (Stratford District Council Inquiry), speculative planning applications have flooded in. Currently, three major outline applications have already been submitted, with two more pending - including a 1,150-house proposal by Lichfields and Mackenzie Miller Homes at Fell Mill, east of the river (Ref: SCOPE/00044). 

These proposed developments could increase Shipston by 67%, transforming its character beyond recognition. If approved, they would place immense strain on local infrastructure and the environment, causing lasting damage to this historic market town.

SOS has rapidly expanded its campaign through social media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok @SaveOurShipston) and its dedicated website, www.saveourshipston.org. The group’s recent public meeting drew over 200 residents, alongside councillors, the local MP, and representatives from The Countryside Charity CPRE - proof of just how passionately the community feels.

To ensure its objections are robust and legally sound, SOS has launched an urgent fundraising appeal to pay for a planning consultant and a King’s Counsel. These experts will help the group and residents prepare formal planning-based objections to the Fell Mill proposal and other speculative applications.

"Shipston has such a strong heritage and community spirit and these aggressive, developer-led proposals are wholly inappropriate for our town." said Rose Llewellyn, SOS spokesperson. "We’re standing up not only for Shipston, but for the principle of fair and sustainable development." 

“This campaign is powered by residents - ordinary people who care deeply about where they live,” added Alice Free, co-founder. “We’re not anti-growth. We’re pro-balance, pro-sustain ability, and pro-community.”

SOS invites media, residents, and supporters to visit their website, follow their social channels, and spread the word. Every share, donation, and article helps protect Shipston’s future.

For interviews, statements, or further information, please contact:

🌐 www.saveourshipston.org
✉️ saveourshipston@gmail.com
For press contact  Alice Free: 07505 074473 or  Rose Llewellyn: 07507 917417
Facebook: Say No to Additional 3000+ Houses
Instagram / TikTok: @SaveOurShipston
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